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Greetings From Ron

It never ceases to amaze me how quickly the seasons change

and that we are once again in the fire burning and bread bak-

ing season. As I write this I have sourdough rye bread dough

rising which I will bake this evening in my bakeoven. I keep 

my starter going and bake bread each week which my family

and friends seem to appreciate. 

The spring flew by with the remodeling of our warehouse. 

My partner Jerry Jessen recently bought the warehouse and

property which Cornerstone Masonry Construction previously

rented in Livingston to store Tulikivi fireplaces and soapstone

materials. CMC has moved its workshop, which was at another

smaller rental location, into the warehouse and has built an

entirely new and much larger workshop where we work on

countertop projects and custom Tulikivi projects like benches

and massive rough face veneer. We can now offer our cus-

tomers more choices. A lean-to was built outside of the ware-

house which enables us to keep a larger inventory of Tulikivi

models on hand and out of the weather.

May took Jerry, Joel Reinholz, of Crazy Mountain Cabinetry,

and I to Finland to attend the annual Tulikivi Distributor

Meeting. Before the meeting began the three of us traveled 

to St. Petersburg, Russia, along with Jutu Turunen from Tulikivi,

which we found to be absolutely beautiful and nothing like I

had expected. I would highly recommend travel there to anyone

and hope to go back again soon.The focus of the Distributor

Meeting this year was primarily to introduce us to and educate

us on new Tulikivi designs, installation, integrating other natural

stone tiles into the design of the fireplaces and the introduction

a new generation firebox with large glass doors for fire viewing.

JJust think, you are going off for a ski weekend
in the middle of January, the weather forecast
is promising minus five degrees, you are cer-

tain that your water pipes will freeze during the
two days that you are gone—voila! With a flick
of a switch your electric coils in your Tulikivi
are turned on and your fireplace produces the
same comfortable radiant heat you experience
when you burn a wood fire.

Electrical elements make your fireplace an all-
round heater for your home or get-away cabin.
The thermostat control enables you to choose
the desired temperature and the timer switch
enables you to gain savings by using the lowest
electricity rates.

Call Ron for more information on electrical
heating elements for your fireplace.
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Kevin Wood, of Wood/West & Associates, has recently 
stepped into the role of Tulikivi retailer for the state of 
Colorado. Cornerstone Masonry continues to be the 
distributor for the area, and works with Kevin to support 
the Colorado customers.

Kevin Wood has been involved in various aspect of the fireplace
business since 1978: in retail, sales representation, service and
installation. He has worked with soapstone products since the
early 90’s, and has been working with Cornerstone Masonry 
for several years. "I’m extremely excited about offering Tulikivi
products to Colorado consumers. I’m completely sold on soap-
stone myself--I don’t think there is a better natural product for
fireplaces, and soapstone countertops and sinks are just some 
of the most beautiful and yet durable products that I’ve ever
seen." Kevin, who was a key negotiator on behalf of the wood
heating industry in the formulation of clean-burning regulations
for the state, adds, "The qualities that consumers are most likely
to notice and appreciate about a Tulikivi are its beauty, comfort-
able warmth, convenience and ease of use. In addition, I’m very
pleased to be offering some of the most clean-burning and effi-
cient wood burning products available anywhere."

To get a model on display, Kevin is pleased to be collaborating
with a local stove & fireplace retailer, Rocky Mountain Stove in
Wheatridge, Colorado. Ryan Carpenter, the store owner, is pro-
viding the retail space for the popular model 2700 see-through
unit, with a bake oven and warming bench. Rocky Mountain
Stove also works with other stove and fireplace products, which
some Tulikivi customers wish to put into other areas of their

home. Ryan, who took over the ownership of Rocky Mountain
Stove three years ago, prides himself on offering a high level 
of customer service. He says, "In watching people walk into 
my store, I really notice that the Tulikivi makes a powerful
impression on people. I enjoy introducing people to something
so unique, which makes a huge statement, rather than just the
day to day look that you’d see in any stove shop."
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A new brochure for 2002-2003 has been
published by Tulikivi showcasing the new
designs. This brochure is intended for all 
of the countries in the world with Tulikivi
distributors and is printed in the language 
of its target customer. Let me know if you
would like one mailed to you!

Tours of the Kiantastone quarry, the Tulikivi
factory and museum in Juuka, and cooking
school were also part of the educational
seminars. Networking with friends and 
colleagues from both North America and
Finland were high on our list of priorities
and this was made possible at the many 
dinners and parties hosted by Tulikivi.

North American distributors are also
designing a new brochure featuring the
most popular styles of fireplaces offered 
by Tulikivi in North America. It shows 
standard models and how it can be 

upgraded or customized with a number 
of options. As with the Soapstone Brochure
printed last winter, I spearheaded the pro-
ject and worked with our Montana designer
James Bennett and the other distributors 
on this endeavor. I will be happy to send
you a copy when it is completed.

Several Home Shows around my region 
and a Parade of Homes in Bozeman have
kept me busy this fall. I enjoy educating
people on the wonders of soapstone!
Meeting new people and keeping up 
with old friends is the biggest perk of my
business and I look forward to meeting 
and hearing from many of you soon.

With warm regards, RON PIHL

Ron Pihl, Cornerstone Masonry, 
406-333-4383 
PO Box 83, Pray, MT 59065, 
ronpihl@warmstone.com
www.warmstone.com

nnouncing: Colorado Tulikivi Retailer
Tulikivi Bake-Oven Demonstrtion In Metro Denver Area



SSoapstone is a mystical stone, so 
thought man when he first discovered it.
Although heavier than most other stone,
it is easily workable. At first amulets and
images of gods were crafted from this
special stone. Then cooking bowls and
other utensils were carved from soap-
stone. Artifacts used in rituals have been
found dating back to around 7000 B.C. 

Tulikivi’s main soapstone quarries are
located in Nunnanlahti close to factory
headquarters in Juuka, Finland, on the
shore of Lake Pielinen. The soapstone
deposit, which has been used for indus-
trial purposes since the 1880’s, is consid-
ered one of the world’s best in terms of
both quantity and quality. Tulikivi Group
is the world’s largest soapstone manufac-
turer in the world. 

In the late 1800’s soapstone’s reputation
as a wonder stone spread rapidly and it
became building and fireplace stone
material for the Art Nouveau period,
known as soapstone’s “golden age.” In
the hands of skilled sculptors, soapstone
yielded splendid columns, reliefs, façade
decorations and stairways in the palaces
of Russia and important buildings in
Finland, still visible today. A group of
well-known industrialists

from Helsinki 
founded the Finnish
Soapstone Company
and the village of
what is now Juuka
was formed around
the quarry. Hundreds
of stone workers
moved into the area
along with their families. They heated
their homes with fireplaces that they 
created from soapstone. 

When the Russian revolution began, 
the export of soapstone ceased. The
Second World War shifted interest to
steel. The war ended and people began
rebuilding. A new era began of home
appliances. Electric cookstoves and 
central heating replaced wood stoves
and fireplaces. Traditions faded during
the era of industrial and technological
development, including the importance
of soapstone. The quarrying activity in
the Nunnanlahti quarry came to a stand-
still. The village was left deserted and
the custom of soapstone heaters ended.
The stone workers’ houses fell, leaving
only the soapstone fireplaces as a
reminder of the village’s past. Even
before the Helsinki industrialists found-
ed the Finnish Soapstone Company
along the shores of Lake Pielinen, the
people in North Karelia used to say that
“a fireplace built with the “wonder stone”
from the quarry there, will outlast the
house it had been built in. When a
house topples down, a new one can be
built around the soapstone fireplace.”

In 1980 the old abandoned soapstone
quarry was reopened by entrepreneur
Reijo Vauhkonen under the name of
Tulikivi, which means "fire stone" in
Finnish. New machinery had to be
designed to manufacture soapstone 
and with the cooperation with Finnish
engineering companies this was 

done. Soapstone was once again being 
raised from the earth and craftsman
began transforming this wonder stone
into beautiful and functional soapstone
heaters. People valued a crackling fire
and natural building materials again.
Worthy traditions were returning. 
Today Tulikivi exports soapstone and 
its products to over 15 countries and 
is one of the five largest manufacturers
of heat-retaining fireplaces worldwide.

This past May Ron and his partners
attended a Tulikivi distributor meeting
held at the Tulikivi factory in Juuka,
Finland. Ron, Jerry and Joel had the
opportunity to visit the Nunnanlahti
quarry and see for themselves the
process of soapstone quarried in the
open pit there from the mother deposit.
Careful attention is paid to the natural
grain of the stone as it is hewn. The 
grain is important to the final assembly
of the fireplace. At the factory these 
5 to 10 ton blocks are lifted by large
excavators to the beginning of the pro-
duction line. The production line is a
highly automated electronically con-
trolled series of sawing and finishing
machines connected by a conveyor belt.
The huge boulder of soapstone is mea-
sured by a laser beam and sawn into
rough slabs. These slabs then go to a
specialized saw designed to process
soapstone and are cut into as many as 
15 smaller slabs. Next the individual
slabs are squared and cut into fireplace
stones of a required size. The various
grinders and polishers then take over

Trip to Finland
until the fireplace stone is carefully 
finished and the tailor-made stones 
are ready for a fireplace or bakeoven 
that is then shipped to the distributor 
for the customer.

Ron, Jerry and Joel also traveled north
to Suomussalmi, Finland to the
Kiantastone quarry which is a subsidiary
of Tulikivi Corporation. Together with
Tulikivi, Kiantastone has access to the
world’s largest known deposits of soap-
stone. Kiantastone offers a range of
soapstone with various textures includ-
ing Tulikivi Classic, the traditional gray
soapstone. Tulikivi Blue is intricately
patterned soapstone, Kianta Sky is pale
cloud-patterned soapstone, and the blue
patterned Kianta Blue soapstone are all
quarried and processed at a factory

there. This unique soapstone is also
available to our customers for their 
ireplace if chosen.

Soapstone is known as the “quiet stone”.
When you walk across a soapstone tile
floor you do not hear your footsteps. It 
is a tight stone and it is soft as silk. You
find soapstone today everywhere—in
both churches and taverns; in homes 
and restaurants. Even the famed archi-
tect Eliel Saarinen and his partners left
behind soapstone fireplace designs that
are still handcrafted by Tulikivi and are
named for them. The Eliel, the Armas
and the Herman. 

crumptious Sandwiches for a Large Group-S

1-3 pound buffalo or beef chuck roast
1 – cup ketchup

– cup brown sugar
– cup red win vinegar

2 tablespoons Dijon-style mustard

2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
1 teaspoon liquid smoke flavoring

– teaspoon salt
– teaspoon ground black pepper
– teaspoon garlic powder

Karen Reinhart of Paradise Valley Montana
is a Yellowstone Park ranger, willow basket
weaver and freelance writer.

W

In a large bowl combine all of the ingredients except the roast and stir well.

Place the roast in a large pot (a soapstone pot or cast iron pot is perfect). Pour the mixture over 
the roast. Cover and cook in your Tulikivi bakeoven for 8 to 10 hours. The meat literally falls apart! 

Serve on rolls with spicy mustards or horseradish.

Your Tulikivi bakeoven can act as a "slow cooker". After you do your morning fire you can
put a covered pot in your bakeoven and cook your stew or soup all day.

Whether it be questions, comments,
phone calls or letters it is always so 
nice to hear from Tulikivi owners. 
Here are a few lines from some of 
our customers. I would enjoy hearing
from all of you!

Call, write or email me at 
ronpihl@warmstone.com 

Julie and Kevin Kehoe- Utah

"We absolutely love our Tulikivi. It 
IS the heart of the home. Everyone
who visits can’t help but comment 
on the way it anchors the room and
heats the home. The special bench 
that you designed is a welcome place 
to sit, especially after being outside 
in the cold."

Bill Zavitz- South Dakota

"We lost power during a big snow 
storm (20 inches of wet snow) and 
realized that we’d be fine. The 
Tulikivi keeps the upstairs toasty."

Dave Cushing- Montana

"We are pleased with our Tulikivi unit.
Our gas bill ran about $22/month last
winter for hot water and cooktop. (We)
heated the house with two burns/day in
the Tulikivi. I figure it will pay for itself
in 10-12 years at present gas rates."

From Our 
Customers

Birth of the Tulikivi
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